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Study: Drilling affects
mule deer herds

Mitigation
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industry offici
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ms Technology, Inc. concluded
that mudedeer numbers declined
i the Mesa by 10 peroant overall
during b seeve - vear research
profect; which ran from 2000-
ZOTT.
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ing the final three years of the
Etudy.

The Subletie Mole Deap Study
Phase 2 Final Eeport releassd
Toesday wad tv-sul hoved by Hall
Sawyer, Ryan Nishon and Dale
Stricidand.
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terundierstind potential energy-
related impacts onwiniering mub
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fleld

The author said the study's
ressults sugdgest thst efforts tomin-
iz direct and indirect habitst
lows from fulur ofl and gas de-
welopenenl should focos on “tech-
nolofy and plenning that redoce
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positive role,” Diana Hoff,
general manager of the
Pinedale Division for Ques-
tar Exploration and Produc-

because (the study showed)
winter drill pads were avoid-
ed the most” by mule deer,
Baker said inan e-mail.

The study said from
2001-2004 there wasanap-
proximately 46 percent de-
cline in mule deer numbers
on the Mesa, which was at-

tion,Inc.,said inarelease. & tributedinparttooiland gas

“We are also pleased to
see that the migrationroutes
of the mule deer, toand from
the Mesa, are intact and
functional,” she added.

But conservationists said
thereport shows there’s still
a need for fewer well pads
and less human disturbance
onthe Mesa, especially dur-
ing winter.

“IThe study] document-
ed a 30 percent decline in
mule deer over seven years. ...
By any scientific standards,
this is hugely significant,”
said Linda Baker with the
Upper Green River Valley
Coalition.

“Thehealth of our wildlife
will depend onreducing the
number of well pads and
wintertime human distur-
bancein the field, especially

activity.

“Data collected from the
Mesa indicated that mule
deer numbersdeclined dur-
ing the first four years of gas
development and increased
the following three years, for
an overall decline of 30 per-
cent,”the study said.

“During the same time
period, the Wyoming Game
and Fish Department esti-
mated a 10 percent decline
for the larger Sublette herd
unit, which included the
Mesa and several other win-
ter ranges,” the report con-
tinued. “We conclude that
mule deer numbers declined
in the Mesa and there is no
evidence that suggests oth-
er segments of the Sublette
mule deer population de-
clined at a comparablerate”



